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2018 Grasshopper Report

COOPERATION

SURVEY

Utah Department of Agriculture and Food, Utah State Extension Service, and
USDA APHIS PPQ cooperate to conduct grasshopper and Mormon cricket
surveys. Each entity qualifies projects for the “state cost share program”. In
this program private landowners are reimbursed up to 50% of the cost for
treating economically threatening grasshopper populations on their
property when exceeding infestation levels of eight (8) insects per Sq. Yd. or
greater. USDA APHIS PPQ is charged by congress to suppress high
grasshopper population on federal lands. Each program works together to
enable land owners and land managers to be good neighbors and stewards
of the land.

(COST SHARE PARTICIPATION

Grasshopper populations are on the rise. In 2018, UDAF issued 114 cost
share agreements; however only 63 participants submitted paperwork for
reimbursement. Nearly 30,000 acres were treated through the 63
participants. Private landowners in the following counties participated in the
state cost share program: (4) Beaver, (8) Box Elder, (1) Cache, (1) Duchesne,
(1) Emery, (1) Garfield, (4) Iron, (1) Juab, (4) Millard, (2) Piute, (26) Sanpete,
(1) Sevier, (2) Tooele, (2) Utah, (5) Washington

AREAS OF CONCERN

1. 2,769 Surveys were taken throughout the State of Utah. All surveys were
conducted by USDA APHIS PPQ. (See Map Below)

2. During the 2018 survey season, no economically threatening Mormon
cricket populations were found. Mormon cricket populations are
extremely low and will likely remain low for several years.

GRASSHOPPER BIOLOGY

1. 2018 consisted of isolated populations of infestations in historical areas
of concern. These places include: Box Elder, Sanpete, Sevier, Millard,
Tooele, Duchesne, Uintah and Beaver counties.

2. Some farmers and ranchers experienced high (50-70 Per Sq. Yd.)
grasshopper populations causing damage to cropland areas in the
central portion of the state, where historically populations persist.

3. According to survey data, private land owners experienced the highest
grasshopper populations with 291,431 infested acers; Federal property
was second with 182,950 infested acers.

4. No aerial or ground treatments were carried out by state or federal
partners in 2018.

The pr inant grasshopper species in 2018 were as follows:

Melanoplus confusus Scudder, Camnula pellucida (Scudder),

Aulocara elliotti (Thomas), Melanoplus packardii Scudder,
iniy (Fabricius).

GRASSHOPPER RESOUCES

Field Guide To Common Western Grasshoppers:
http://www.sidney.ars.usda.gov/grasshopper/ID_Tools/F Guide/index.ht
m

Utah State University Plant Pest Diagnostics:
http://utat usu.edu/IPM/htm/ insect-
disease/grasshopper-control,
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